
In 2006, God gave me a vision 

of building a house to rescue 

children from horrific abuse and 

abandonment. That summer, I set 

off for my native city of Kinshasa in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

armed with my indomitable will 

and the generous financial support 

of many caring South Dakotans. 

Within just one month’s time, I was 

able to cut through the thicket of 

Congolese bureaucracy to find a 

suitable house, fix it up, get neces-

sary licenses and hire staff. Finding 

the children to live in the house 

was, regrettably, the easy part. They 

were found throughout the city, 

scrounging in garbage dumps or 

wandering the streets. 

I first met Nsimba the day after 

we finished painting the house as 

our team and I were walking back 

to my parents’ place. Out of the 

corner of my eye, I noticed two lit-

tle girls with a blank stare standing 

by the garbage dumps. I stopped 

and asked them if they would let 

me give them food. At first, they 

were scared and hesitated.

I tried everything to bring 

God’s joy to Nsimba and her sister, 

Charlene, but smiles, love and 

heart-warming words seemed to 

make no difference. When I learned 

Nsimba’s story from a neighbor, I 

soon realized why Nsimba was 

devoid of any hope. Her father had 

died when she was very young and 

her mother was ill and not able to 

provide. With no one to look after 

her and protect her, she was raped. 

No one heard the cry of Nsimba. 

The two sisters were welcomed 

into Theresa’s House. After receiv-

ing an abundance of love, the walls 

Nsimba had put up against the pain 

of the world began to crumble. This 

precious child received Jesus Christ 

as her personal savior, and for the 

first time since the loss of her father 

and illness of her mother, she be-

gan to hope. Nsimba began to pray 

for her ill mother and her Heavenly 

Daddy listened to her. Smiles and 

joy replaced the pain and sadness. 

Charlene turned 18 three years 

ago, graduated from high school 

and was reunited with her mother. 

Nsimba wanted to stay at Theresa’s 

House to finish high school and 

continue learning more skills at 

Theresa’s House. 

Above: Nsimba (right) measures Grace’s waist for a shirt.

Right: Nsimba (left) and Charlene (right) were the first 

children to come live at Theresa’s House in 2006.
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Carine is currently a tailor living in 

Kinshasa with her mother. Today, 

people describe her as a strong and 

courageous girl, but her life has not 

always been easy. During the war in 

the Congo, she became separated 

from her parents while everyone 

was running for safety. Unable to 

find them, Carine was forced to live 

on the streets of Kinshasa, which is 

where I first met her.

She was welcomed into There-

sa’s House in 2006. At the orphan-

age, she learned how to make a 

variety of clothing items, from 

dresses to rompers to tailored 

men’s jackets. She also learned how 

to plant and sell vegetables. 

In 2012, people in the commu-

nity helped us find Carine’s mother. 

Her mother was living on the edge 

of poverty and had no means of 

supplying Carine with food, shel-

ter, education or medical care. 

We were confronted with a new 

challenge: helping single parents so 

they in turn can take care of their 

family. We decided to establish 

parenting programs that teach skills 

and provide microloans. 

In 2006, four of our children had 

one parent living. The others had 

died because of disease, violence 

or hunger. Carine’s mother was 

one of the parents who wanted to 

transform her life. She just needed 

someone to take her hands during 

this hard time. Carine’s mother 

benefited from the microloan and 

began to sell goods. Carine contin-

ues to help her mother by selling 

“fufu,” eggs and dried fish. 

Carine is currently doing volun-

teer work at the orphanage. She 

teaches sewing to our young girls, 

and she sees this as a wonderful 

opportunity to help other young 

minds be creative, develop confi-

dence, learn practical life skills and 

just have productive fun. 

CARINE

Top: Carine sits on my left in 2006.

Bottom: Carine (center) shows Nsimba (right) how to 

take measurements for a simple but stylish project.

YOU CAN PRAY
• Congo remains in political 

turmoil. Pray 

for President 

Kabila to 

peacefully 

step down 

from office.

• Pray for the Lord our Almighty 

King to raise up a leader who 

seeks truth and justice.

• Praise the Lord our Great 

Physician for healing Jessica from 

typhoid fever.

• Praise God our Strong Tower 

for protecting Daniel’s life and 

bringing him safely into our home.

• Praise our faithful God for our 

honest, diligent workers. Pray that 

He continues to bring upright 

employees to us as our needs 

grow.

• Ask the Lord our Provider to 

enable Theresa to travel to 

DRC this summer to continue 

making plans for the addition 

of transitional housing and a 

storefront.

YOU CAN GIVE
Any donation given 

with joy will bless 

our children, 

staff, and the 

orphanage 

community in 

Kinshasa.

Donations can be made via PayPal, 

credit card or direct contribution by 

going to www.theresashouse.org.

Checks can be mailed to: 

PO Box 701 

Sioux Falls, SD 57101



Our annual celebration and fundraiser for Theresa’s 

House this past February turned out to be a beautiful 

night. Thank you to all of you who joined us! Theresa 

introduced us to the children and gave an update on 

how the Lord is moving. An African children’s choir 

from several local churches performed for us with 

great joy and passion. It was beautiful worship! 

Following the dinner and dessert auction, the USF 

choir closed the evening for us. Every year at this ban-

quet, we as a board are reminded that your faithfulness 

as supporters is what keeps this ministry going. We 

humbly pray that you continue to partner with us. You 

are saving and changing lives. Thank you!

Looking ahead, our 2018 event will be February 

10. We encourage you to think about who you could 

invite to this event next year to introduce them to our 

children and the mission of Theresa’s House. Yes, there 

is much work to be done! But we serve a God who is 

sovereignly capable to do all we ask or imagine in the 

lives of these children! Won’t you join us?

Alex lost his father due to the war. 

His mother, who later died from 

hunger and heart disease, lacked 

the ability to care for herself or 

her son. Alex first came to the 

orphanage in 2010. Every morning, 

we (Theresa and the mission team) 

walked to the orphanage for our 

daily activities. In the evening, the 

mission team and I would walk 

back to my parent’s house, where 

we spent our nights. Alex would 

follow us and constantly beg us to 

fund his education. Over the course 

of his first few days, he succeeded 

in getting one of the team mem-

bers who had accompanied me to 

agree to pay for his schooling.

Once in school, the orphanage 

continued to pay not only for his 

education, but also for his younger 

brother Felix’s. Deb and I met Alex’s 

mother in 2012. Although she was 

very ill, she took the time to see us. 

She was thankful and believed that 

God had sent angels to uplift her 

son. Alex’s mother passed away a 

few years later from complications 

due to malnutrition.

Currently, Alex is acting as a 

salesperson for the orphanage by 

finding people to purchase the eggs 

and vegetables our children plant. 

He is also supporting himself as a 

committed musician for his local 

church’s worship team. His desire 

is to work in his church with other 

underprivileged children and share 

his story of hope and healing.

COMING HOME TO LOVE 2017

Alex currently works as a salesperson for the eggs and vegetables produced by Theresa’s House.

ALEX



One month ago, a mother suffer-

ing from mental illness dropped 

this little child at the orphan-

age’s doorsteps. Daniel had been 

abandoned and was sleeping at the 

market under the shelves.

When a child is left abandoned 

at our doorstep, the children gener-

ously welcome the new child with 

love. I was shocked beyond words 

when I saw this picture of Daniel 

just two weeks later. He is vibrant 

and smiling and has already gained 

two kilograms. The women at the 

orphanage said that everyone who 

saw Daniel two weeks ago could 

not believe the change that is al-

ready happening in him.

Praise the Lord with us! Thank 

you for helping us to love Daniel! 

Your donations help us to do this 

work in the Kingdom by providing 

enriched lives for these children. 

The children of Congo desperately 

need you!

A PRAYER FOR OUR NEWEST CHILD, DANIEL

THANK YOU
Through the mighty hand of God, our 

needs continue to be met, enabling us 

to house between 19 and 22 children 

each year. Over the past 11 years, 

many people have continued to work 

faithfully and prayerfully on behalf of 

these children. We praise God for our 

staff and coordinators in Kinshasa, the 

board members here in Sioux Falls 

and our many generous supporters. 

God has poured His love and blessings 

down upon us through you!

Above: Daniel when he first arrived at Theresa’s House.

Left: Mama Kalu holding Daniel two weeks later. Jessica 

(left) and Rivana (right) are bringing God’s joy by smiling, 

touching, hugging and singing to him.

Thank you to our sponsors from the hearts of the children:


