
 

Ten years ago, I travelled to Kinshasa, Congo, on a mission to find a way to prevent innocent children from being 
on the streets of Kinshasa. With the help of many friends 
in Sioux Falls, I started an orphanage that would be a refuge 
for the orphans and at-risk kids who were abandoned, 
neglected, or could not be cared for by their families.  The 
desire to go back also stems from what I personally 
experienced living in the Congo.  
I witnessed terrible violence during the genocide and lost 
brothers and sisters (8 siblings). I lived in fear that my 
children and I would be next. In 1995 we obtained asylum 
to come to the United States, moving with my family to 
Sioux Falls, SD. Here we found a new life. I met wonderful 
friends, found a church family, and mentors.  God healed the 
wounds of trauma I experienced growing up in the Congo.
My husband, Tom and I were in Africa in January and 
returned with renewed excitement for the service to which 
God has called us.  This year, 40 children joined my husband and me for the 10 year anniversary celebration 
of the orphanage in the Congo. We witnessed such a dramatic evidence of lives impacted by Christ through 
Theresa’s House ministry.  These children who were once on the streets trying to survive are now filled with 
joy!  Their joy comes from being treated with respect and love by their care takers who see them as sons and 
daughters of God.  This joy is surpassed only by the joy they have in experiencing salvation through their Savior 
Jesus Christ.  During our celebration, the children testified that they know God loves them because they have 
many American friends who love and care for them. I came away from this celebration reflecting on the unique 
calling God has given me: helping orphans and the abused victims I left in the Congo.
God has truly blessed me with many great people who have come into my life in the form of donors, board 
members and advisors that have allowed the orphanage to prosper.  I feel we have laid a great foundation for 
the work that is needed to be done for the people in Kinshasa, Congo. We have planted the seeds of hope for a 
better life not only for the children who are at the orphanage, but also for the people in the community.

This summer we welcomed three new children into our care.  As we continue to receive new girls  and boys at 
the orphanage so they may live a better life, we are also challenged to provide a sustainable life for our gradu-
ates who are exiting the home.  We are their family, and are committed to a lifelong relationship with these girls, 
meeting their needs as any mother would.  As a board we are currently in the brainstorming and planning phase 
of constructing a transitional home for our graduates as well as a storefront for the girls to sell extra produce, 
goods they make, or services they render (such a hair braiding).  Not only will this give the girls a foundation upon 
which to build a sustainable life, but it will also be a blessing to the neighborhood and nurture the community 
that is being built up there.

FALL 2016 UPDATE

Looking Back: Celebrating 10 years of God’s Faithfulness

Looking Forward: More to Come



If you feel led to donate to The 
Kashale Orphanage, please 
return your pledge to the
addresses below, along with 
your contact information
(Name/Address/Email).

I would like to donate:

 $___________________
      (what God wants me to give)

 $2,265
     1 Month Payment

 $500
     5 people w/ $500 = 1 Month Payment

 $100
     

 $50
     200 people with $50 = $10,000

 $25
     250 people with $25 = $5,000
   

 $10
     500 people with $10 = $5,000

Donations may be sent to:
Kashale Orphanage
PO Box 701
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

For more information, 
contact Theresa at:
info@theresashouse.org
Or on her website
www.Theresashouse.org
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If you want to help us save money 
on postage and would be willing to 
get your newsletter by e-mail, send 
your e-mail to: 
info@theresashouse.org

School Update: Have we told you how smart our girls are?  Ask anyone in the 
neighborhood of Theresa’s House and they will be able to point out who the Kashale 
girls are!  They look so healthy (consistent nutrition) so proud (they have found 
identity, safety, and belonging) and are so smart!  I 
guess we can’t take the credit for their intelligence, but 
their Creator can!  Our girls are excelling at school.  
Every trimester at the awards ceremony the Kashale 
girls shine.  School is a privilege for them.  They are 
proud to be there and do so well.  Thank you Jesus!

Out with the old and in with the new!
Theresa’s House is proud to announce wehave our 
second group of chicks settling in.  We started the 
chicken business two years ago when we purchased 
our new home.   This mission has earned the girls 
some extra money and taught the girls responsibility in the clucking world.  The first 

set of chickens worked around the cluck, producing around 
80 eggs a day.  The orphanage would keep 20 to feed the 
children in the house and would sell the other 60.  The sixty 
eggs would bring in $10.00 per day and allow the girls to 
purchase the chicken food, pay for any additional expenses 
that were incurred in the business and still have some funds 
left over for the money jar.  When the egg producing de-
clined the girls didn’t get down on their cluck, but decided 
to go “Out with the old and in with the new” to keep them in 

the chicken business…thus we start again.  Poultry in motion.

Violence in the DRC:The United Nations warns of rising violence and political
tensions in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Police and demonstrators have clashed 
in protests following a ruling in May that would allow President Joseph Kabila to 
remain in power beyond two terms if scheduled elections in November are post-
poned—and fears are rising that the elections may actually be postponed.  The 
government has been responding to protesters and activists with arbitrary arrests and 
violence. Additionally, armed groups in the eastern part of the state remain active, and 
many have committed war crimes and abuses against citizens without consequence 
or government response.

How To Pray For DRC:
•  Pray for the government to uphold it’s laws and the good of it’s citizens first and    
   foremost.
•  Pray for Kabila to lead as a servant to the people, not his own interests
•  Pray for God’s mighty hand to end the fighting between the rebel groups and to 
   keep the innocent safe.
•  Pray for the hearts of our girls over there - that God’s peace would overcome the
   fear of man.
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